
Work and Play in a Lotus: 
More Stories from 
Across the Pond

By Andrew R. Barron

Having purchased a Talbolt Sunbeam-
Lotus at the end of last year (see Lotus 
ReMarque Volume 33, No. 1, March, 2005) 
and immediately driven to Paris for a long 
weekend with my girlfriend, Merrie. The 
intention was to use the car whenever I was 
back in UK, but I never dreamed that it would 
get such a mileage in the first year. So far it 
has covered almost 4000 miles in four trips. 

In January I was back in UK and used 
the Sunbeam for a series of business trips 
around the South of England and Wales. 
Subsequently Merrie and I decided to take 
a motoring holiday in France and Italy. As 
those of you will recall from a previous 
installment Merrie and I had got totally lost 
in France last Christmas, so prior to us going 
to France and Italy with the Sunbeam in June, 
Merrie bought me a GPS system with both US 
and Europe. I think this was so I would not 
blame her for any misdirection! Irrespective 
of motive it worked great we drove from the 
South of England to Reime and then through 
Geneva to Megève in the Alps and onto 
Venice and Florence before taking the train 
(with the car on board) back to England. A 
great holiday and gave the chance to really 
stretch the Sunbeam’s legs. However, it did 
highlight that the radiator needed a re-core, 
the suspension bushings needed replacing and 
the brake calipers needed a rebuild. 

I arranged for the car to go back to Sunbeam 
specialists Skip Brown (44-(0)1829-720492) 

where Del and her nephew Paul removed 
the radiator and shipped it to me in Houston, 
along with the exhaust headers. Why ship it 
to the US? While the brake caliper re-build 
was much cheaper in UK, the radiator re-core 
was about 1/2 the price in Houston. Once it 
arrived I took it to long time racer Carl Harris 
who owns Four Seasons Radiator in Houston 
(www.fourseasonsradiator.com).  Carl’s 
guys are the best in the business and have 
previously re-cored my race car radiators 
with great success. In addition to the radiator 
work I had High Performance Coatings 
(www.hpcoatings.com) ceramic coat the 
exhaust headers. This significantly lowers the 
under bonnet temperature and ensures that 
the hot exhaust gases do not heat soak into 
the pipes. 

So mid-October I flew into UK and 
after talks with the Motorsports Industry 
Association (www.the-mia.co.uk) took 
the train to Crewe and then taxi to the 
Cholmondeley Arms Inn (www.cholmondel
eyarms.co.uk) that is 2 miles down the road 
from Skip Brown. The map location is Bickley 
Moss (the next village) as Cholmondeley 
is too small! (For those who aren’t familiar 
with English this is pronounced “chumley”) 
This is a wonderful place with excellent 
food that has resulted in its being awarded a 
number of prizes for “Best Pub in Britain”. 
The buildings were an old village school, 
where the schoolhouse is now the pub and 
restaurant, while the school master’s house 
is the accommodation. Arriving late at night 
I settled down to a quiet pint of beer, a great 
dinner and a very quiet nights sleep. The only 
problem with the restaurant is that you find 
yourself having 3 courses each night just to 
sample the great menu. 

In the morning I walked to Skip Brown 
along some very narrow and busy roads. As I 
got within 1/2 mile of Skip Brown’s location 
I noticed a familiar site of a black and silver 
Sunbeam roaring in the opposite direction. 
The face behind the wheel turned to look 
but rapidly disappeared down the road. Paul 
was taking my car for a quick test before 
collection. After turning round he stopped to 
pick me up and we returned to the shop. Over 
a much needed cup of tea we chatted about the 
car and business in general. I then went off to 
Demon Tweeks (www.demon-tweeks.co.uk) 
to get one of the rear tires re-mounted – the 
valve stem was leaking slowly. Now for those 
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The Sunbeam outside Skip Brown Cars after its service and MOT. 

Outside the Cholmondeley Arms Inn – great food, real beer and a nice location.

P
ho

to
gr

ap
h 

by
 A

nd
re

w
 B

ar
ro

n

6



not in the know, Demon Tweeks is the UK’s 
premier auto parts and performance supplier 
– think Racers Wholesale but on the England/
Wales border. Waiting there is like being a 
kid in a candy store. I resisted temptation 
until I noticed they had the vintage style wing 
mirrors that I have on my Type 61 Formula 
Ford. Mine have started to get rather ropy and 
Demon Tweeks have them in chrome, satin or 
black. That was it… the black ones match my 
World Wide Racing paint scheme of gold and 
black. I had to get some. 

The addition of new bushings and rebuilt 
calipers meant the handling was much 
improved – although I still have to get the 
drive shaft balanced. But, the whole idea of 
this car was a rolling restoration/improvement 
and in this regard it has served perfectly. 

After a day of doing odd jobs with the car 
to improve its appearance, I had a day off at 
Silverstone. But first it was more great food 
with real beer while reading a good book. 

Saturday was the finale for the Historic 
Sports Car Club (www.hscc.org.uk) 2005 
season. The HSCC is the premier Club for 
historic car racing in the UK and could be 
considered to be an equivalent of HSR or 
SVRA. However, what club race allows you 
to drive at the home of the British F1 Grand 
Prix? Unlike the majority of club events in the 
US this one had a large crowd of spectators 
who were not associated with a particular 
driver. Families and couples appeared to 
make a day of the event bringing chairs 
and picnics. Two commentators provided an 
interesting introduction to the cars and drivers 
including some very unusual history. As the 

winners came in the pits a third commentator 
was ready to interview them. 

The paddock was free access to all 
spectators and all the drivers and crews were 
willing to chat about their cars. I even ended 
up helping Seven racer Martyn Halliday 
with a small mechanical issue he was having 
– a loose steering rack. Martyn has another 
Lotus connection. He is the owner of the only 
example of the Lotus Mark IV, the first ever 
Lotus race car to be made for a customer. 
(Look out for a future article on this car). In 
addition to a three Sevens there were three 
nicely prepared Elans, a couple of Cortinas 
and a Europa in the close-wheel class and 
a range of Formula Fords, Formula Juniors 
and vintage Formula 1 cars. Unlike the US 
there were no pit passes required. During 
each race you could go and stand on the pit 

wall alongside the crews giving pit signals to 
the drivers. There is a real feeling of history 
watching these great old cars coming around 
Woodcote turn onto the pit straight and off to 
Copse. Much more evocative than saying they 
came “out of turn 7 down the straight and into 
turn 1”. 

In addition to the cars on the track, there 
was a wide selection of street mashines, 
including three Esprits parked side by side, 
several Elise and an Exige, as well as a few 
Excels alongside an Elan +2. So the Sunbeam 
didn’t feel out of place. In fact a young kid 
with serious ear, nose and tongue rings and 
studs came and asked if he could take photos. 
“My dad is just mad about these,” he said, 
making me feel my age! 

Irrespective of feeling old, I had a nice day 
in the sun (the temperature was a pleasant 66 

°F), listening to cars race around a historic 
race track and even made some new friends. 
Arriving back to the Cholmondeley Arms, 
yes, you can guess it… food, beer and a good 
read. Life is good. 

Monday I was due at the University of 
Surrey and had arranged to stay in Windsor at 
a small hotel. On the journey down I decided 
to let the GPS choose the route (that is “root” 
not “rowt” since in the UK it has English 
not American pronunciation) using the least 
number of motorways. A 2 hour and 40 minute 
journey was turned into a 6 hour journey. But 
what great back roads and countryside. I 
even had time for a detour to the Heritage 
Motor Centre, Gaydon (www.heritage-motor-
centre.co.uk). The Heritage Motor Centre 
is home to the world’s largest collection of 
historic British cars. Visitors can follow the 
evolution of the British motor car from 1896 
through the decades to the present day. 

As I arrived I noticed a large number of 
MGFs (they share the same engine/gear box 
with the S1 Elise). It turned out to be more 
than just a few. After parking the car I walked 
down to the museum and wow! There were 
about 700 MG-Fs parked outside. This was 
their LOG. Cars from all over Europe were 
there. In addition to the last MG sports car 
produced, there were also about 30 MGAs, 
MGBs and some older models. Just imagine if 
LOG would look like that in a few years with 
all the Elise cars being sold in the US. 

The museum is mainly for the models from 
the old British Leyland Group, including, 
Rover, Triumph, Jaguar, Land Rover, etc. 
However, there were others represented, 
including several Sevens and an electric 
Elise! Most of the exhibits you can touch and 
staff are on hand to open doors, bonnets, and 
boots for a closer look. The museum is nicely 
laid out and is free (although donations are 
requested). 

I spent Monday in meetings at University 
of Surrey, but left at 3 pm in order to get to 
Norwich for dinner with Mark James of Lotus 
Engineering. My visit to Lotus Engineering 
was in my academic capacity – sorry I cannot 
tell you about what was discussed but I did 
get to look around the Elise/Exige production 
lines and got a first look at the Espionage 
Exige and the new Sport Racer Edition. The 
Espionage is a one-off special Exige in blue 
with pin-stripping race stripe and silk interior 
made from the type of material used for 
special suites. This car was a collaboration 
between Lotus and the bespoke suit maker 
Gieves & Hawkes for a “Truly British” 
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Elans in the paddock at Silverstone races
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exhibition at Harrods department store. The 
Sport Racer Elises have distinctive “skunk” 
stripe or twin racing stripes down the whole 
car with matching red or blue (depending on 
the car’s color) stitching set against black 
leather trim. Both of these special edition cars 
hark back to the classic racing days of the 
1950’s and 60’s where cars such as the Elite, 
Type 23 and Elan could be seen sporting such 
stylish designs. In fact the Elite (Type 14) 
racing at Silverstone was in a similar scheme 
to the blue Sport Racer paint scheme. Now I 
liked the Sport Racer but the Espionage was a 
little much! In addition to work I did get some 
time to play with a new Exige enabling Lotus 
ReMarque to once again scoop the popular 
press with a real road test (see article - in 
this issue). 

Upon finishing my day at Lotus 
Engineering the CEO of Group Lotus Kim 
Ogaard-Nielsen (who many of you met at 
LOG) came out to look at the Sunbeam and 
a piece of Lotus history. He also repeated his 
thanks to the members of Lotus Ltd for their 
kindness at LOG. 

After a full day at Lotus I had the pleasure 
of dinner with Richard Parramint (what does 
he do?), Alistair McQueen, and Dave Minter. 
Richard many will know from his talks and 

visits to LOG as well as his organization of 
the Lotus Tours. Alistair and Dave are the 
driving talent behind the McQueen Driving 
Experience that is running at selected 
locations in the US as part of Lotus Cars 
promotional efforts. Alistair and Dave are 
also the two responsible for the development 
of the ride and handling of almost all the 
Lotus cars prior to the Federal Elise. This was 

an evening of gossip 
and stories of cars 
– what else is there 
to talk about? Alistair 
had seen my Sunbeam 
sitting at Hethel and 
started telling some 
alarming stories about 
its development. 

They recalled how 
despite putting more 
power into the car 
they could not top the 
120 mph top speed 
due to the brick-like 
aerodynamics and 
the gas consumption 
went up exponentially 
above 60 mph. The 
Sunbeam Lotus has a 
pathetically small gas 
tank that meant that 
the car could not make 
Alistair and Dave’s 
weekly trips to test the 
car at MIRA test center 
without a refill. Of 
course having seen the 
way they drive, I am 
not shocked by this. It 

also appeared that since the Sunbeams did 
not come with a limited slip (this was added 
as an after-market upgrade) the two of them 
wreaked all the test cars and in doing so lost 
Lotus their insurance! 

Before leaving for Texas and home, I 
had one more drive across country with the 
Sunbeam to drop it off for storage. So what 
is the next round of work on the car? Well, 
I have to get the drive shaft balanced and 
work on the castor, but I am also going to 
have to make some brackets for the speakers. 
All these long journeys mean that a radio for 
news and traffic would be a great help. 

The Sunbeam is tucked away in storage 
again waiting for the next time. 

WORK AND PLAY (Cont. from page 9)

r.d. enterprises, ltd. 

 
290 Raub Road, Quakertown, PA 18951   USA

Phone 215-538-9323        
Fax 215-538-0158         

E-Mail rdent@rdent.com

www.rdent.com

r.d. enterprises has been supplying parts 
for your Lotus since 1976. Contact us by phone, 

fax, or e-mail for your Lotus parts needs, and 
check our our web site for detailed information and

monthly specials!

-------------------------------------------------------

Lotus Parts Specialists

Visa, M/C, Discover & Amex accepted
Business Hours: 8:30 -5:00 Monday - Thursday, 

8:30 - 4:00 Friday

Inside the “engine bay” of the electric Elise at Gaydon Museum - a great idea at $8 per gallon!
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Martyn Halliday’s Seven on the pit straight 
at Silverstone.
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FIRST CLASS

Lotus ReMARQUE
Post Office Box L
College Park, MD 20741
U.S.A.

PRESORTED
FIRST CLASS MAIL

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Akron, OH
Permit No. 870

Address Services Requested

1972 ELAN SPRINT DHC, 167 hp eng. by MWE w/dyno 
sheets, Webers, new white paint, full Spyder conversion (chassis, 
suspension, roll cage & rear axles), fully rebuilt, reliable daily driver, 
new dash, w/s & +2 F. brks., modern ignition, K/O Panasports, new 
A032Rs, 100-mph 1⁄4-mile, needs nothing.  Gilbert, (973) 401-1593 
(NJ), essentialbusiness@patmedia.net.
LOTUS 61, C61-FF-222, ʼ69 intl. show car in Brussels, 
Johannesburg, Paris & London, v. orig., cover.  $20,000.  Rich 
Stadther, (651) 698-1981 (MN).
1991 M100 ELAN, 46K mi., white/charcoal, v. good, garaged.  
$17,000.  Doug, (828) 250-6812 d, 645-4399 e (NC).
1971 ELAN SPRINT, RHD, federalized, big vlv. eng., Weber carbs.  
$12,900.  Larry, (814) 329-2306 (PA).
1958 LOTUS 7 S1, #437, ground-up restoration, alum. nose & 
fenders, 948 eng., pix at www.simple.seven.org.  Larry, (814) 329-
2306 (PA).
1963 LOTUS 7, NJ reg., excellent condition.  $15,900.  Joseph, 
joseph.gorsky@era.com, (732) 563-6782 (NJ).
1994 ESPRIT S4, white, tan int., 590 mi., “B” svc. in June, custom 
stereo, all svc. recs., xlnt., garaged, stainless steel exhaust w/ dual 
tips & R. diffuser, deep dish S4s OZ Racing wheels, stainless steel 
clutch line, 2 tops (1 glass, 1 painted), wind deflector, sun roof 
storage bag, orig. Lotus manual/tool kit, built-in battery trickle 
charger.  Jason, jfitzpatrick@pavcs.org, (610) 583-1203 (PA).

CARS FOR SALE

CLASSIFIED POLICY: Lotus-related, noncommercial classified advertising that 
meets editorial guidelines (available from the club upon request) is free to Lotus, 

Ltd. members.  Commercial, nonmember and other ads not qualified for free 
listing cost $1 per word (excluding heading, name and phone number) and are 
indicated by an asterisk.  Members working in the car, parts or service business 

(Lotus or otherwise) submitting free ads must include written certification that 
they are strictly personal; false certification will result in the suspension of ad 
privileges.  All advertising is accepted at the sole discretion of the editor and 

must be received by the 15th of the month preceding the issue month for 
inclusion.  Send classified advertising to:

 Lotus, Ltd., P.O. Box L, College Park, MD 20741.  
LOTUS,  LTD.  RELIES  SOLELY  ON  THE  REPRESENTATIONS  OF  

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS  AND  CANNOT  GUARANTEE  THAT ANY  AD  
IS  BONA  FIDE.   ANY  PROBLEMS  WITH  ADS  SHOULD  BE BROUGHT  

TO  THE  IMMEDIATE  ATTENTION OF  THE  EDITOR.

PARTS FOR SALE
FOR 1972 EUROPA TC.  2 rad., fan shroud, fan; full F/R brk. sys. 
incl. new wheel cyls., powder-coated splash shields; new vented/
slotted F. brk. rotors; F. wishbones w/ new bushings; F. bumper; 
A/C sys.; 4 brk. boosters; pr. of F. turn signal assys., mint; more.  
Jeff LaVigne, j.p.lavigne@comcast.net, (520) 744-1129 (AZ).
FOR ELITE/ECLAT/ESPRIT.  Full Euro-spec 907 eng. w/ 18 
Km., $2,000; 45mm Dellortos w/ manifold, $550; Elite/Eclat 5-sp., 
$450; 4.11 rear, $300.  Jim, (631) 379-7145 (NY).
FOR ELAN/EUROPA/7.  1700 Stage 1A (rally spec) TC eng., 
built by Eric Hermann (Marcovicci-Wenz Engineering), 25K street 
mi., recent water pump & cam chain, incl. Webers & all accessories 
(incl. custom-tuned 4-2-1 headers), 140 bhp, good low & mid 
torque, pulls hard to 7,000, can demo.  Jim, (631) 379-7147 (NY).
FOR ELAN.  Stromberg 175CD carbs w/ emission body, adj. B1G 
needles, 2-carb assy., $250; Stromberg head,  4.69” height, w/cams, 
vlvs., tappets & springs, used, clean, apart, $400.  Plus ship.  Jack 
Brady, jbrady2804@aol.com, (630) 860-5458 (IL).
FOR LOTUS FF.  Hewland Mk. 9 gears (9/32, 22/30, 23/28, 25/
25), used, $20 /set; Hewland gear storage case, holds 10 sets, $20.  
Plus ship.  Jack Brady, jbrady2804@aol.com, (630) 860-5458 (IL).
FOR ELAN/EUROPA.  Trunnion kit, QH QSK140, $15; Weber 
40DCOE-31, 30 vent, w/ linkage, used, 2-carb. assy., $375;  
40DCOE Weber gasket kit, $15; Weber jet assortment, 105 thru160 
mains, 145 thru 240 air corr;, misc others, used, 48-pc. lot, $100.  
Plus ship.  Jack Brady, jbrady2804@aol.com, (630) 860-5458 (IL).
LIT.  Cortina parts cat., ʼ73-on, $20; Cortina parts cat., ʼ62-ʼ66, 
$20; Cortina shop man., ʼ70-on, intereurope, $20; Plus 2 shop man. 
(X050TO327Z), $40; Elan shop man. (XO36TO327Z), $40; Europa 
S2 shop man. (46T327 w/TC supplement), $40; Lucas parts cat., 
ʼ48-ʼ65, $20.  Plus ship.  Jack Brady, jbrady2804@aol.com, (630) 
860-5458 (IL).

Editor’s Note:

This issue is dated October-November 2005. However, it only 
counts as one issue towards membership. Completing the 12-issue 
schedule for the 2005 Calendar year, there will be a December 
issue, and a special issue focusing on LOG 25. 

This is a volunteer organization that is dedicated to producing 
the ReMarque, and the club website at www.lotuscarclub.org. 
Unfortunately, it sometimes becomes very difficult to maintain a 
schedule, due to “outside interests” such as work and home life.

However, you can help keep us on track. If you have an 
interest in writing, editing or helping to produce the layout 
for ReMarque, please forward your contact information to 
editor@lotuscarclub.org.


